
Talking Points

Position:  
Support 

Title of Bill:
AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to emergency medical



and trauma care

Bill Number: 
A.3296A by Assemblyman Gottfried



On 3/3/04 Senator Hannon will Sponsor the Bill in the Senate – Being Drafted

Status of Bill:
Passed Assembly Health and Codes Committees.  Pending approval by the Assembly Ways and Means Committee as of March 2, 2004.

NYS Trauma System

Trauma System Background:

The current New York State Trauma System and Registry was created by the State Hospital Review and Planning Council in 1992 pursuant to authority in NYS Public Health Law §2803(2).  PHL §2803(2) provides that the Council can adopt a regulation for “a uniform system of reports and audits relating to the quality of medical and physical care provided, hospital utilization, and costs…”  The State Trauma Advisory Council (STAC) oversees the system.

Adoption of Legislation Urged:

1. Superior Coordination of Emergency Care Protocols

The various Councils in New York State that coordinate emergency care include 
the following:

State Emergency Medical Advisory Committee (PHL §3002-a)

State Trauma Advisory Council (Health NYCRR §708.2(b)

The work of the Councils are not currently coordinated.  Both Councils are staffed by the NYS Department of Health but outcomes and recommendations are done independent of one another.  Legislation would direct the coordination of the programs where the work of the Councils/Committees overlap.  The coordination effort will enhance the protocols for managing emergency patients from initial contact with emergency personnel to emergency care provided at hospitals. 

2. Public Accountability
The work of the State Trauma Advisory Council is very important to New York.  Protocols defined in the enclosed memo have lead to many lives saved since the Council’s creation in 1992.  However, the current placement of the authorizing language for the Council in NYS Rules and Regulations, instead of statute, has impeded the work of the Council and the delivery of concrete recommendations to Trauma Centers.  By codifying the State Trauma Advisory Council in Statute and directing that their work be coordinated with the State Emergency Medical Advisory Committee, data collected will be used and analyzed promptly.  The result will be a model Trauma System at no additional cost to New York.







